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INTRODUCTION:

Mama always used to say: “You don't really know someone and can't really understand them until
you've walked in their shoes.” This Resurrection Sunday I'd like us to take some time 'walking in Jesus'
shoes' — even if only in our vague imagination. We certainly do not have the time to try to re-
experience with Him every step along the way, but we can settle in on several of the most significant
moments.

PRAYER
I.) ON THE CROSS

— Aside from the physical torture and human indignity, what did Jesus experience on the cross?
Why?

A.) His Willful Sacrifice
Mk. 10:45; Jn. 10:17-18; Jn 13:27; Mk 14:32-36; Lk 23:34,35; Isa. 50:6;
1 Pt. 2:23-24

— Jesus was nailed to the cross as a willing sacrifice! As unimaginably awful as it was, as absurd
as it may sound, Jesus was on that cross ONLY because He chose to be in order to personally
offer the only just and eternally effective sacrifice for our sins and transgressions against the
law and character of the LORD God Almighty.

— This was no mere acceptance of an unexpected martyrdom. It was a planned, purposeful choice
made with full comprehension of all it would require.

Mark 10:45 For even the Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to
give His life--a ransom for many."”

John 10:17-18 This is why the Father loves Me, because I am laying down My life so I
may take it up again. No one takes it from Me, but I lay it down on My own. I have the
right to lay it down, and I have the right to take it up again. I have received this
command from My Father."

Mark 14:32-38 Then they came to a place named Gethsemane, and He told His
disciples, "'Sit here while I pray.” He took Peter, James, and John with Him, and He
began to be deeply distressed and horrified. Then He said to them, "My soul is
swallowed up in sorrow--to the point of death. Remain here and stay awake.” Then
He went a little farther, fell to the ground, and began to pray that if it were possible,
the hour might pass from Him. And He said, "Abba, Father! All things are possible
Jor You. Take this cup away from Me. Nevertheless, not what I will, but what You
will.”

Luke 23:34 Then Jesus said, "Father, forgive them, because they do not know what
they are doing."”
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— The people knew not, but Jesus the Messiah knew perfectly well. Though it may seem and be
believed otherwise, this is all according to His plan and not theirs. Though 100% innocent and
holy, Jesus took 100% responsibility for His unjust crucifixion and murder.

Luke 23:35 The people stood watching, and even the leaders kept scoffing: "He saved
others; let Him save Himself if this is God's Messiah, the Chosen One!"
— The people spoke with mocking, but what they sarcastically challenged is something He very
well could have done. For Jesus, however, it was not a matter of what He was capable of doing,

but rather of what He needed to do if any could ever be truly saved from condemnation and
eternal separation from God in Hell. He chose not to save Himself in order that you

and I might have the opportunity to receive His salvation!

1Peter 2:23-24 when reviled, He did not revile in return; when suffering, He did not
threaten, but committed Himself to the One who judges justly. He Himself bore our
sins in His body on the tree, so that, having died to sins, we might live for
righteousness; by His wounding you have been healed.

B.) His Father's Pleasure
Isa. 1:11; 53:5-10; Jn. 17:4

— It is commonly asked: “How could a Father ever allow such a thing to happen to His Son -
even if the Son were willing? How awful!”

— The biblical truth is that God the Father took pleasure in the crucifixion!

— NOT in it's brutality or cost, but in knowing what great treasure it would produce: an
opportunity that none should ever have to perish, that if any one does perish it is only by their
own foolish choice.

Isaiah 1:11 "What are all your sacrifices to Me?" asks the LORD. "I have had enough of
burnt offerings and rams and the fat of well-fed cattle; I have no desire for the blood of
bulls, lambs, or male goats.

— God had enough of temporary, symbolic sacrifices that carried no real, eternal weight or value.
The time had come for a permanent, perfect human sacrifice of eternal and infinite value!

Isaiah 53:5-10 But He was pierced because of our transgressions, crushed because of
our iniquities; punishment for our peace was on Him, and we are healed by His
wounds. We all went astray like sheep; we all have turned to our own way; and the
LORD has punished Him for the iniquity of us all. He was oppressed and afflicted, yet
He did not open His mouth. Like a lamb led to the slaughter and like a sheep silent
before her shearers, He did not open His mouth. He was taken away because of
oppression and judgment; and who considered His fate? For He was cut off from the
land of the living; He was struck because of My people's rebellion. They made His
grave with the wicked, and with a rich man at His death, although He had done no
violence and had not spoken deceitfully. Yet the LORD was pleased to crush Him, and
He made Him sick. When You make Him a restitution offering, He will see His seed, He
will prolong His days, and the will of the LORD will succeed by His hand.

C.) His Father's Abandonment
Mt. 27:46; Ps. 22:1; Lev. 16:22; Rom. 8:3; 1 Thes. 5:9; Gal. 3:13
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— This, without doubt, had to be the most difficult part of Christ's sacrifice for you and me.
Unimaginably painful, and yet absolutely necessary IF the rest was to have any meaning or
value; IF His purpose would be fulfilled.

Mathew 27:46 At about three in the afternoon Jesus cried out with a loud voice, "Eli,
Eli, lema sabachthani?" that is, "My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me?"

Leviticus 16:22 The [scape]goat will carry on it all their wrongdoings into a desolate
land, and he will release it there.

Romans 8:3 What the law could not do since it was limited by the flesh, God did. He
condemned sin in the flesh by sending His own Son in flesh like ours under sin's
domain, and as a sin offering,

— To be the sacrifice for our sins, it was necessary for the pure and perfect incarnate Christ to
personally take responsibility for them ALL and therefore bear the full and total wrath of God
required by His just and holy nature.

1Th 5:9-10 For God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ, who died for us, so that whether we are awake or asleep, we will
live together with Him.

Galatians 3:13 Christ has redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse
Jor us, because it is written: Cursed is everyone who is hung on a tree.

— Jesus was abandoned in order that we might be accepted.

D.) His Father's Acceptance
Lk. 23:46; Jn. 20:17; Acts 1:9

— When the necessary abandonment and bearing of infinite wrath had been borne by the Only
One who is both a perfectly innocent man and infinite in being and nature, THEN such a
sacrifice could, must and would be accepted as infinitely sufficient!

— Jesus knew this, but do you? Having been completely spurned and rejected on the cross as the
bearer of all humanity's sins, Jesus never hesitated to trust completely in the Father and His
ultimate acceptance once the penalty had been paid. How about you and me?

Luke 23:46 And Jesus called out with a loud voice, "Father, into Your hands I entrust
My spirit.” Saying this, He breathed His last.

John 20:17 "Don't cling to Me," Jesus told her, "for I have not yet ascended to the
Father. But go to My brothers and tell them that I am ascending to My Father and
your Father--to My God and your God."

Acts 1:9 After He had said this, He was taken up as they were watching, and a cloud
received Him out of their sight.

II.) RESURRECTED

A.) Revealing Jn.20:11-21:14
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— The first thing Jesus did after His resurrection and victory over Sin and Death was NOT to run
to a reunion with the Father, but with His beloved disciples!

— First, He delightfully appears to the faithful woman at the tomb.

— Then, the despondent gathering of disciples in the Upper Room.

— Next, to the struggling and doubting Thomas.

— Finally, He appears again to his fishing disciples and especially the denier, Peter.

— Today, my friends, through His Word and Spirit, He is revealing Himself to you and me!

B.) Restoring Jn. 21:15-19
Jesus sought out His followers, imperfect and blind as they were, not simply to reveal His own
glory BUT even more so to restore the blessing of His grace and glory upon them!

C.) Commissioning Mt. 28:16-20; Acts 1:4-8

— There was one very, very important thing Jesus yet had to do on this earth before presenting
Himself, the Sacrificial Lamb, before the Father's Judgment Seat.

— He needed to make sure that all who professed to believe in Him would continue to claim,
live out, and share the great victory and blessing He had won for them!

CONCLUSION: FORYOU

Throughout this series we have been challenged to ask the question, “Were You There?” What if |
was? Behind it all, however, lingers the question that is perhaps even more important and heavier on
our hearts: “Where was God?” Not just on the cross 2,000 years ago, but when I have needed Him the
most. Is Jesus still really there? For me? Even then? Even now? The next time?

The cross reminds us that He will always be there for us, no matter how painful, difficult,
humiliating, or seemingly hopeless the circumstance. He is there! Now, the question that remains is:
will you believe He is there and trust Him for your earthly and eternal salvation?

VIDEO: “You Were There” Avalon (6:54)
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qnNxP2k4Nn4
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